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Introduction
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I am frequently asked “How does one become a moral capitalist?” or “How should a moral 
capitalist company make a profit?” 

The quick, but profound answer is: “Learn the art.”  

But that is only the start of the journey.  Learning is the reciprocal of teaching.  To learn, one 
needs a teacher.  One can be self-taught, to be sure, but then part of one needs to be capable of 
insight and other self-guided means of instruction – learning from experience. 

In this issue of Pegasus, our colleague, Michael Hartoonian, a teacher, reflects on the 
importance of teachers.  For moral capitalism to thrive, for moral government to bring civility 
and well-being, teaching is needed.  It is harder for the ignorant, the wayward and the angry to 
be kind, to be of empathetic service to others. 

Michael’s call for character in professionals and citizens seeks to ward off the darker forces of 
our times.  He encourages us to build foundations, to rest human aspirations on the justice of 
responsibility. 

Professionals need to “to profess.”  They need principles to frame a discipline, a teaching.  
They are disciples – students of that which needs to be “grasped” – discipere in Latin, 
descended from the Proto-Indo-European root word kap – to “grasp.” 

But prophets too are teachers.  They provide civilization with “discipline.” 

Jesus was called a rabbi.  The Buddha taught his disciples. 

In addition to receiving the words of his God, the Prophet Muhammad taught with his 
example and with his own words – passed down to us as his sunna and in the Hadith. 

For four years now, the Caux Round Table has sought to learn more of certain actions taken by 
the Prophet Muhammad, his teaching by personal example, by showing us, in word and deed, 
how to respect others of a different faith. 

I am referring to his covenants to respect and protect Christians and Jews. 

In this example of taking thoughtful care and being open-hearted, let him be our teacher. 

In this issue, we include the PowerPoint slides of Professor Ibrahim Zein of the College of 
Islamic Studies, Hamad Bin Khalifa University, reporting on his research into the covenants 
given by the Prophet.   Professor Zein was assisted in this research by Ahmed El-Wakil, now 
completing a Ph.D. at Oxford.
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Secondly, we include the PowerPoint slides of Dean Recep Senturk, also of the College of 
Islamic Studies, Hamad Bin Khalifa University, which supported his lecture on the concept of 
Adamiyyah in Islamic thought. 

Both Professor Zein and Dean Recep presented their thoughts at the Pontifical Institute for 
the Study of Arabic and Islam in Rome on May 16, 2024. 

Stephen B. Young 
Global Executive Director 
Caux Round Table for Moral Capitalism 



The Mutual Obligations of the Professional and the Citizen 

Michael Hartoonian  

Athens, itself, is a school where we understand that, 
Any society that does not educate its warriors to be philosophers, 

And its philosophers to be warriors, 
Will have its wars fought by fools, 

And its philosophy crafted by cowards. 
-Pericles, King of Athens 

Are we becoming surrounded by cowards and fools?  What are we teaching our children and 
ourselves?  Rest assured that every time we walk down our streets, turn on the TV or 
computer or talk to others, we are teaching and learning. 

As I look around our nation and witness the states and groups run by “professionals,” I see 
them truncating our ethical, economic, moral and social wisdom through such things as laws 
that ban books, woke hysteria, educators with little sense of purpose, legislators ignorantly 
taking authority over content like medicine, journalists who don’t pursue truth, only profit 
and business people who have little respect for community or real wealth.  Professions are 
dropping their responsibilities for our schools and universities, courts, places of worship, 
healthcare, news media and business. 

Yet, I would argue that first and foremost, professionals are teachers, but what are they 
teaching? 

Have we come to believe that any individual or random group has the wisdom to be so certain 
about the depth of our own ignorance?  Do we understand the obligations of holding the office 
of citizen (and of leadership) and the humility to see the limits of our individual and collective 
knowledge?  Do we understand the purpose and responsibility of a learning society? 

4

We Are All 
Teachers
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Classical cultures created four fundamental professions – education, then law, theology and 
medicine.  Over time, new professions, like journalism in the 18th century and finance in the 
20th, have agreed to accept the obligations of their profession.  

Within the context of a democratic republic, there is and must be a tension between the 
enlightened citizen and all professions.  However, all citizens/professionals must be skilled 
searchers of truth, which is always contested.  They must also critically love the institutions 
and nation in which they spend their life’s time.  The tensions are displayed in debate, defined 
by civility, intellectual rigor and the character to be able to consider the possibility that you or 
any of us, could be wrong. 

Every society creates a cultural narrative.  That 
narrative reflects identity and purpose and 
becomes that culture’s curriculum.  That 
curriculum informs survival.  Early in the 
evolution of human society, it was clear that 
survival would depend on a family’s or a 
community’s memory and ability to discern the 
truth, to discriminate among those cultural 
elements that should be passed on to the next 
generation and those that should be left behind, 
as well as values to be created anew.  Cultural 
values, which have a half-life of one generation, 
implicitly demand that people evaluate these 
essentials and teach them to each other and to 
their children.  As societies advanced, this task 
became more complex and professions were 
created by cultures to do that work.  In other 
words, who would help deal with and explain 
death, the cosmos and the mysteries of the 
hidden soul?  Who would explain the need for 
order with justice?  Who would deal with 
sickness and the nature of health?  And who 
would take these ideas and intentionally and 
critically pass them on to the next generation? 

Certainly, other groups of people would administer and guide the implementation of the 
cultural concepts, but the professions were created to judge which ideas and narratives were 
necessary for cultural survival.  This is and has always been a tricky business because of the 
changing nature of the cultural context and the nature of being human.  Because of this 
complexity, citizens must cultivate a deep civic inquisitiveness and acquire a built-in scrap 
detector.  When the culture works well, the professions, working in concert with one another 
– and the general wisdom of the people – debate, synthesize and recommend principles and 
policies that create more gentle and culturally beneficial changes on the landscape.  What this 
means is that the professional’s first responsibility is to the veracity of the content or
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knowledge of the discipline in which they work.  Thus, a medical doctor’s first responsibility 
is to the science of medicine, not the patient.  If she doesn’t know the science, the patient 
suffers.  Likewise, knowledge of the law/justice is more important than the lawyer’s client.  
And in education, the student does not come first.  The content of the disciplines do.  You can 
only teach what you know and to the degree that you put students, patients, clients or 
parishioners before disciplined inquiry, to that same degree, you corrupt their learning and 
well-being.  Good teachers/professionals know this truth. 

Social, economic, political and technical employees, as well as managers, evaluate, implement 
and reevaluate professional content.  They must continually make corrections and 
suggestions to their applied content.  They do this primarily by achieving strength of 
character and by improving the worth and wealth (not money) of their institutions by 
allowing citizens to continue learning and live more independently and harmoniously with 
others.  

When real learning and debate are missing from the cultural curriculum, change (social, 
ethical, economic, etc.) can be brutal and often bloody.  And without a learning culture, 
democratic and market-driven societies become problematic.  It is altogether true that a 
culture creates professions, first, to protect the culture.  Secondly, to educate citizens into the 
possession of the conditional mind.  That is, a mind that is always in research mode.  Such an 

intellect is always asking, “If we do this 
(X), then we expect that (Y) might 
happen.”  And thirdly, to insure the 
critical passage of ideas into the future. 

As listed above, the four classical 
professions so charged to attend to this 
challenge are education, medicine, 
religion and law.  These four 
professions and the others that have 
been added, were created out of the 
ongoing need for cultural sustainability 
and crafted to protect, enhance and 
transmit the culture critically.  

However, once a profession atrophies, 
caused either by outside or inside forces, it loses its first purpose and becomes irrelevant, 
corrupt and the larger culture is put in danger.  This often happens when intellectual laziness, 
selfishness or an irresistible dogma or ideology invades the cultural DNA.  The task of the 
professions is to understand and mitigate the issue, so it doesn’t destroy the culture.  Within a 
democratic republic, this evaluative transmittal is even more necessary, since republics are 
based on a set of principles sustained through enlightened legal and ethical arguments among 
responsible, healthy and educated citizens.  For example, any inequitable distribution of 
knowledge or justice, manifested in different rules and sanctions based on such differences as 
class, geography or ethnicities, diminishes the republic and leaves all citizens venerable to 
disillusion and cynicism. This does not mean, however, an abandonment of knowledge,
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as the behavior of the fearful and closed-minded would suggest, prohibiting ideas simply 
because they disagree.  What it demands is an inclusive debate regarding the limits of law, faith 
and science.  Enlightened citizens, who always constitute the fourth branch of liberal/inclusive 
governments, are responsible for continuing civil and civic debates.  Democratic principles, such 
as freedom and equality or rule of law and limited government, are and always have been goals 
that are at odds, one with another and need serious ongoing debate.  For example, there have 
and always will be tensions between the law and moral sediments. However, the law cannot be 
disregarded. It is always in play within the civic and civil arguments that move the republic 
forward toward justice.  To engage in the civic debate, an individual or group needs to have an 
ethical grounding, historical knowledge and the understanding that we are held together by a 
shared value – in a word, that value is character. 

Those who live in republics are, by fortunate circumstance, live in a nation of law, not a nation 
by law.  To this end, all professions teach about self-governance and responsibility, knowing that 
all learning is uncomfortable.  Indeed, you will never learn a thing if you refuse discomfort!  The 
profession of education helps students understand how to pursuit truth.  We have a choice: be 
comfortable or be truthful.  This is the case because learning starts with the confession of 
ignorance.  The educated person doesn’t just try to prove someone else’s argument incorrect, but 
works to prove his or her personal theory or argument incorrect.  Teachers spend a lifetime 
trying to understand the long historic perspectives, empirical research, subjective faith and logic 
in deciding what knowledge to teach.  But this is the life’s work of all professions.  The 
professionals have the responsibility for teaching the general tenets of enlightened citizenship. 
All professions teach citizens why they should and how they can govern themselves, as well as 
why justice must be understood and practiced as a necessary condition of civil society.  Here, 
every citizen has power or agency because no one should be above the law and, thus, tries to 
construct a level or just playing 
field for all.  Just as we want 
physicians to explain the 
principles of good health, we 
need all professionals to teach 
the standards of justice and 
truth.  Armed with this 
knowledge so transmitted, 
citizens of a republic become 
more competent in discussing 
and acting on bringing health, 
wealth and meaning to their 
lives and the ability to balance 
the fundamental value tensions 
of democracy, both in their 
private and civic lives. 

If professions do not teach these things, citizens will become subjects, meaning that they will not 
have the knowledge or will to live civil, healthy, productive and happy lives.  In so many ways, 
this knowledge and ability separates citizens from subjects.  Citizens place importance on
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character.  Subjects put their faith in image.  Character is destiny.  Image is mercurial.  
Character is doing what is right and often hard.  Image is following the path of least 
resistance.  Character is asking what I can do for family, school and community.  Image is a 
belief that family, school and community exist for your benefit.  Character means governing 
yourself – a necessary condition in a free market and just society.  Image means following 
others and mimicking behavior and taste – a condition in a controlled society.  Character 
means citizen, while image is the defining attribute of a subject.  The first obligation, then, of 
professionals is to teach the duties of holding the office of citizen.  Our first attribute of 
identity is and must be – citizen. Being a citizen is not and should not be comfortable.  If we 
want the comfort of not thinking for ourselves, simply drop that burden and follow your 
separate demigods, be they the media, a political party, a loud blowhard or your uncle – and 
lose your freedom. 

Like Pericles, we acknowledge that a republic is, first and foremost, a school.  Again, we teach 
adults and children every time they walk into our place of employment or down our streets, 
turn on a TV or computer, attend a movie, engage in a civic meeting or visit a park.  The key 
question is what content are we teaching?  What content are you teaching?  The first answer 
should be: ideally, we are teaching virtue and thinking.  

The more realistic answer, gleaned from surveys and research alike, makes clear that we are 
teaching each other to embrace personal image and consumption.  The values of materialism, 
sexuality, athleticism and physical strength have all but replaced the virtues of character.  Our 
professions fulfill only marginally their public role, as they no longer consider civic purpose 
within their mission.  A private greed has eaten away at our public happiness and in so doing, 
we have diminished liberty and life itself.  Have we forgotten our obligations as professionals 
and citizens?  My hope is that we are not too late.   

Michael Hartoonian is Associate Editor of Pegasus.    
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Steve Young, Global Executive Director of the Caux Round Table and Recep 
Senturk, Dean of the College of Islamic Studies at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University, present to Pope Francis a copy of the book on the covenants of 
the Prophet Muhammad on May 15, 2024, after his general audience in St. 
Peter's Square.
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We hope you enjoyed this issue of Pegasus. Please feel free to share it with others. They can 
sign up to receive it directly at: https://www.cauxroundtable.org/pegasus/
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